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From the N. Y. North Amer. Journal of Homeopathy. 

This book deals with accumulated facts, and profound generalizations, in 
which none but the clearest intellect, and the most critical observer can 


be perfectly at home in fulness of detail, wat of arrangement, and 
philosophical analysis. Dr. Bedford's volume will long stand as a model 


work, and will become the favorite text-book in the schools, as well a8 | 


the most valued guide of the practitioner, 





vocal 
ship- 
APC hy 
may 
00KS 


red a 
being 
arned 

Vast 
d has 
ation 


x, and 
t will 
com- 


ly re- 


S. 


lumes 
given 
ubject 
vance, 
epted 
book. 
idered 


Ww. 
) book 
full in 


which 
© tho- 


guage. | 


re the 
would 
rature 


ts, and 


hy. 

ons, in 
er can 
it, and 
model 
yell as 


American Medical Times. 


— ——S—SS — —— 


Original Lectures. 
LECTURES ON 
GUNSHOT INJURIES OF THE HEAD. 
By FRANK H. HAMILTON, M.D., 
PROF, OF MILITARY SURGERY AND FRACTURES AT BELLEVUE HOSP, MED, 
COLLEGE, AND LONG ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL! SURGEON 


TO BELLEVUE HOSPITAL; LATE MEDICAL INSPEC- 
TOR, U.S.A, 


LECTURE I—PART I. 


\ENTLEMEN—Before entering upon the consideration of 


vunshot injuries of the head, I must call your attention to 
certain anatomical peculiarities in these parts whose lesions 
we are about to study. 

The integuments of the scalp are dense, firm, inelastic, 
composed in a great measure of cellulo-fibrous tissue, 
which bind them very firmly to the occipito-frontalis ten- 
don over the top and sides of the head; they are highly 
vascular, and lie expanded upon a broad, smooth, and 

mvex surface of bone, The scalp is covered with hair, 
whose bulbs project far into the subjacent areolar tissue. 

The oceipito-trontalis tendon, broad, firm, and fibrous 

spread out between a large portion of the integument 
and the skull—is united, as we have seen, to the skin very 
closely, but to the pericranium very loosely, ; 

The cranium, invested immediately by the perieranium 
upon its outer side, and by the dura mater upon its inner 
‘ile, is Composed in the adult of two plates, an external 
and an internal plate, with an intermediate diploic struc- 
ture. The external plate is thin and tough; the internal 
plate is thicker but more brittle. The diploe is vascular, 
and abounds especially in venous sinuses, Between the 
two periosteal membranes, the pericranium and dura 
mater, there is an intimate vascular communication. The 
lura mater is firmly adherent to the inner plate in early 
life, but much more loosely in middle life. The inner sur- 

we of the skull is grooved at various points by arteries 
and venous sinuses; and sometimes the arteries, as for 
example the arteria media meningea, course in a complete 
canal formed in the walls of the inner table. 

The brain is invested by three separate membranes, each 
possessing a distinct anatomical character, namely the dura 
mater—a fibrous membrane, and which has been already 
mentioned as the internal periosteum—the tunica arach- 
noides a serous membrane, and the pia mater a vascular 
membrane, 

The brain itself, of a most delicate and fragile structure, 

supported by various duplicatures of its membranous enve- 
lopes, occupies all of the remaining space within the skull, 
except that which is necessarily occupied by its numerous 
alferent and efferent nerves and vessels. 
_ The brain is the organ of the mind, and one of the great 
fountains of life. There are three principal sources or 
centres of animal existence, namely, the cerebro-spinal 
centres, the lungs, and the heart, and of these the cerebro- 
spinal axis seems to be the chief; it is that which especially 
presides over all the others. 

Many of the peculiar results consequent upon injuries 
of the head will find an explanation in the anatomical con- 
ditions which I have now briefly declared. Some of these 
peculiar results I will attempt to indicate. 

When the integuments of the scalp have been severed, 
and have once been withdrawn from each other at the 
pomt of separation, they are not easily replaced; and if an 
attempt is made to replace them and maintain them in 
position by sutures, the tension will often cause the sutures 
to cut out, and will greatly increase the tendency to in- 
flammation in the adjacent tissues. 

When vessels which have been divided, have been 
allowed to retract within this dense structure, it will be 
difficult to seize and secure them; but compression can be 
applied much more effectually here than elsewhere, on 
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account of the breadth and smoothness of the bony struc- 
ture underneath. re 

The fact that the scalp is prone to erysipelatous inflam- 
mation, is probably due to the dense fibro-cellular charac- 
ter of its structure. 

Slight wounds bleed freely, for the reason that its ves- 
sels, although not large, are very numerous. 

The compactness of the skin, together with the firmness 
with which it is bound down to the occipito-frontalis ten- 
don, explains the peculiar form of the swellings caused by 
slight blows upon the head, and in which the skin is not 
broken. The blood-vessels, ly ing exposed upon this flat or 
convex surface, and being very superficial, are easily rup- 
tured; and when the blood has escaped from the vessels, it 
cannot pass readily from one point to another in the areo- 
lar tissue, but the extravasation becomes limited, and the 
tumor which is found is round, abruptly defined, and elas- 
tic; indeed, it resembles very much a common encysted 
tumor. It is very unlike similar effusions in most other 
portions of the body. For example, if a blow is received 
upon the arm, and blood is effused, the swelling is diffused ; 
and the same is the fact, usually, in all other parts except 
where a bone lies immediately subjacent to the skin. 

The facility with which these blood-vessels are ruptur- 
ed, will enable us to understand that we cannot always 


judge of the amount of injury, or of the force of the blow, 


by the degree of swelling. 

i The depth to which the bulbs of the hair are projected 
into the skin causes them to project sometimes upon the 
under-surface, when the scalp is torn up; and in a few in 
stances I have seen them drawn fairly through upon the 
under-surface, in such a way that if the scalp was laid down 
before their removal they would be found to act as foreign 
substances and prevent union by first intention. They must 
therefore be seized by the forceps and drawn out, and this 
can only be done by taking hold of them from below. 

If blood is effused under the occipito-frontalis tendon, 
between it and the pericranium, when the cellular tissue is 
very loose, it is very broadly diffused generally, and in this 
way may be easily distinguished from effusions of blood be- 
tween the tendon and the skin. The truth is, however, that 
few vessels lie in this situation, and bloody effusions under the 
tendon are comparatively rare. But at a later day it is not 
very uncommon to find here effusions of pus, which dissect 
up the aponeurosis extensively, and do great mischief be- 
fore they reach the surface. Occasionally these abscesses 
are mistaken for fractures accompanied with depression, 
pus having been poured out, but being limited by fibrinous 
effusion around the margins of the purulent deposit. This 
outer fibrinous wall is high and precipitous on its inner cir- 
cumference, but gradually inclines downwards on its outer 
circumference to the level of the adjacent sound skin, so 
that when the finger is slid across the scalp it rises imper- 
ceptibly to the summit of this inclined plane, and there falls 
off abruptly as from the edge of a crater, The fibrinous 
elevation is mistaken for the skull, and the solid bone at the 
bottom of the soft purulent deposit is supposed to be a frag- 
ment of the skull depressed. 

Even a collection of half-fluid blood, after the lapse of 
two or three days, when the parts have become inflamed 
and swollen, will sometimes lead to the same error. 

If pus forms under the pericranium it is again circum- 
scribed ; indeed, it is in general more circumscribed than is 
the primary effusion of blood outside of the aponeurotic 
tendon of the occipito-frontalis. : 

Blood is very rarely found effused between the pericra- 
nium and skull. The formation of pus at this point is indi- 
cated by the following circumstances. After the lapse of 
several days from the receipt of the injury a small puffy 
swelling appears, accompanied with considerable tenderness 
and some pain. The original injury may have been very 
slight, or more severe, and the pain with tenderness may 
have persisted from the moment of the receipt of the injury, 
or it may have been first noticed at the period of the forma- 
tion of the matter, What especially characterizes the 
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formation of matter at this point is the occurrence of the 
swelling at a late ' 
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to accumulate, or u 
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ricranium is separated, will die and exfoliate ; 


eventually also the capillaries, which establish a communi- 


outer 
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cation between the outer and inner tables, will convey: the 
inflammation inwards, and pus will be deposited between 
the dura mater and skull. In this way sometimes apparently 
trifling accidents prove ultimately fatal. 

In other cases the order of events appears to be reversed, 
and the inflammation, with the consequent suppuration be- 
ginn ng within the sk ill but outside of the dura mater, is sub- 
sequently propagated to the pericranium 
forms under the sealp has the 
racteristies, but it 


The tumor which 
same form and general cha- 
is preceded by signs of irritation or of 
compression of the brain, such as dilatation of the pupils, 
strabismus, restlessness, partial paralysis of one or m 
the extremities, convulsions, coma, Xe. 

Let us now, gentlemen, make a brief synopsis or resumé 
of these epicranial tumefactions, and at the same time 
notice briefly 


re of 


the various indications of treatment to which 
they vive rise, First, effusions between the skin and oceipito- 
Srontalis tendon, of which there three kinds ; thus 
a swe lling occurring immediately after the receipt ot an 
injury, distinetly circumscribed in its form, round,abruptly 
elevated, elastic, sometimes of a bluish color, is 


are 


known to 
kin and the tissues 
This is the form of accident which 
happens so often with children, and which you have seen 
illustrated in the case of the man brought into my division 
at the Bellevue Hospital a few days ago. He has upon his 
head two of these swellings, one of which is upon his fore- 
head, and quite large. The accident was the result of the 
fall of a pile of wood upon his head. He received a mo- 
mentary concussion of the brain, but soon recovered his 
senses completely ; under the application of cool water 
lotions contmued three or four days, these swellings have 
entirely disappeared, This is the only treatment which I 
recommend to you in similar cases. The blood is in gene- 
ral speedily absorbed, but not while it lies accumulated in 
mass, Gradually it becomes diffused into the surrounding 
tissues, and as the diffusion occurs the absorption slowly 
takes place, 


of blood between the 
immediately subjacent, 


be an effusion 


A second form of tumefaction, having the same anatonti- 
eal relations, occurs a little later, and is the result of inflam- 
mation, This is composed of serum and fibrin, and its 
characteristics are too well known to require a more spe- 
cial description. Occasionally, also, the primary blood 
swelling or the later inflammatory swelling may result 
in the formation of pus. In either case the matter points 
readily, and its evacuation by the knife is easily accom- 
plished. ‘The surgeon is very likely to be deceived, how- 
ever, by certain changes, which sometimes occur in these 
primary blood swellings, by which he is led to suppose that 
suppuration has taken place, when the fact is otherwise. 
In consequence of the gradual separation of the serum from 
the fibrin, which latter is deposited with the clot around 
the circumference of the cavity, the tumor grows soft and 
fluctuates in its centre, giving to the touch a sensation very 
much as if it contained pus; but in general, the diagnosis 
may be corrected by ascertaining whether the present con- 
dition has been preceded by much soreness, pain, and 
throbbing; and especially by observing that if pus has 
formed, the tension of the skin has been steadily increasing, 
while, if it is only blood and serum, the tension has been 
gradually diminishing. 

Second. fusions between the occipito-frontalis and 
pericranium.—Primary effusions of blood, I have declared 
to be rare at this point; swellings from inflammation are 
more common, and their results, namely, suppuration and 
sometimes gangrene, are very destructive. Both the pri- 
mary effusions of blood and the effusions of pus at a later 
period may be mistaken for fracture with depression. All 
torme of effusion at this point are characterized by diffusion. 
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The treatment first and imperatively demanded in 
either case is early and free incisions; after which, cool or 
tepid water fomentations to control the inflammation. Of 
course, the surgeon will not neglect such constitutional mea- 
sures as bleeding, cathartics, low diet, and absolute rest, 
according as one or the other may seem to be required, 

Third. Ejfusions between the dura mater and skull.—Here 
we seldom notice aswelling except as the consequence of 
the formation of pus, the tumefaction occurring as late as 
the 7th, 8th, or even 14th day ; being preceded, accompa- 
nied, or followed by pain, tenderness, and signs of cerebral 
disturbance ; the latter always indicating that the brain or 
its meninges is implicated. 

The treatment consists in the early evacuation of the 
pus by opening freely to the bone ; and if there is reason 
to suppose that pus has formed underneath the bone, the 
trephine must be applied, although it will be admitted that 
very little encouragement can now be given that this, or 
any other operation, will save the life of the patient. 


Original Communications. 


THROMBI IN CARDIAC CAVITIES. 
By W. M. DORRAN, M.D., 


ACT, ASSIST. SURGEON U.8.A., GAYOSO HOSPITAL, MEMPHIS, TENN, 


Wuitr on duty as Ward Surgeon at the Union General 
Hospital, in this city, during the past summer and fall, I 
met, in making post-mortem examinations, with several 
cases of thrombi in cardiac cavities. Perhaps the follow- 
ing particulars, although imperfect, may be sufficiently 
interesting for publication. I propose referring to eight 
cases, only three of which belonged to my ward, and one, 
No. 7, also came under my charge a week before death. 

Case I.—H. H. Whitney, private, Co, D, 53d Mass, 
Vols., a discharged soldier (I believe), on his way home 
from New Orleans, being unable to proceed further, was 
admitted into Union Hospital, August 15th. He was 
quite a youth, of slight build, hair and eyes light-colored. 
He had been in hospital, but had convalesced, and was a 
good deal improved when he started from New Orleans, 
On the second day of his journey he became very ill. On 
admission he was found very much prostrated, and present- 
ed symptoms of typhoid, with diarrhoea, On the second 
day afier admission, left parotid gland became much in- 
flamed; third day, he complained of pain in the breast; cre- 
pitation was detected on the left side anteriorly. He died 
on the fourth day. 

Autopsy made ten hours after death_—Half-pint of serum 
found in each pleural cavity ; the two layers of right pleura 
rather firmly adherent; recent deposit of coagulable lymph 
on left pleura, connecting both lobes of the lung. Inferior 
portion of superior lobe of left lung hepatized. Thrombi 
were found in cardiac cavities, and they extended into the 
vessels connected with the heart. The liver and spleen 
were found enlarged and very much congested. Peyer's 
patches and the solitary glands were diseased, presenting 
black dots like recently shaved beard. 

Il.—George A. Spriggs, private, Co. C, 119th Illinois 
Vols. I first saw him four days previous to death. He 
was much prostrated; mind very dull; countenance 
flushed; temperature of the surface not increased ; tongue 
coated; bowels sluggish; heart beats 110 per minute, 
sounds muffled, action labored; pulse weak, the stroke 
appearing double; dyspnoea very great; sibilant and 
sonorous rales all over both lungs; crepitation over the 
right lung anteriorly; resonance somewhat diminished all 
over, especially where crepitation existed. He died the | 
eighth day after admission. 

Autopsy twelve hours after death—Lungs congested, but 7 
spongy, except the lower portion of the upper lobe of the 
right lung, which was hepatized. Bronchial tubes con- | 
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tained a large quantity of muco-purulent matter, and their 
lining membrane was much congested, giving evidence of 
inflammation. Pericardial sac contained 3 ij. of serum. 
Thrombi in the cardiac cavities, extending into the vessels; 
the thrombus in the pulmonary artery was branched, cor- 
responding to the branches of the artery. The liver 
weighed over six — and was of a blue color; spleen 
weighed twenty-three ounces, was dark blue. 

111.—James Martin, Co. C, 113th Illinois, admitted 
into Ward A (not mine), Oct. 16th; was then affected with 
diarrheea and hemorrhoids, but not seriously. 26th.—Ab- 
domen became tympanitic and painful; dysuria existed, 
for which the catheter was used; turpentine stupes 
aud emplastrum cantharidis gave considerable relief in the 
course of twenty-four hours, but the symptoms recurred 
again next day with greater severity, and the pain extend- 
ed up into the thorax; dyspnoea and orthopnoea became 
severe ; pulse became weak and frequent. He died No- 
vember Ist. 

Autopsy twenty hours after death—Both layers of pleura 
on the nght side firmly adherent; lungs congested, but 
spongy; pericardial sac contained four ounces of serum. 
Thrombi in cardiac cavities, extending into vessels; liver 
considerably enlarged ; spleen eighteen ounces. 

IV.—A patient in Ward A, November 5th, became 
affected with double pneumonia; the dyspnoea was 
very painful. He died November 7th. He had been 
an invalid for about one year; was affected with diarrhoea 
and intermittent fever at different times during that period. 
Iie was pale and somewhat emaciated, and had diarrhoea, 
not severe, just previous to the attack of pneumonia. 

Autopsy sixteen hours after death—There existed a 
deposit of coagulable lymph, nearly half an inch thick 
in some places, on the right pleura; posteriorly the 
upper portions of the pleural membranes adhered quite 
firmly. No effusion into pleural cavities. The whole of 
the right lung, except a portion about the size of a man’s 
fist at the apex, was completely hepatized; indeed, the 
inferior lobe was more solid than the tissue of healthy 
liver; inferior half of left lung hepatized, remainder con- 
gested; lobes adherent by coagulable lymph. Pericardial 
sac contained three ounces of serum. Cardiac cavities 
contained thrombi similar to previous cases. Liver about 
six and a half pounds in weight; spleen eighteen ounces. 

V.—John Cramer, private, Co. A, 118th Illinois, in 
June last had an attack of bilious fever, and subsequently 
had intermittent fever (he says). On admission, Sept. 28th, 
he presented a waxy paleness of the skin, had edema of 
the lower extremities, torpidity of the renal function, and 
some diarrhoea. In the course of a few weeks the diar- 
rhaa was relieved, but abdominal dropsy began to develop. 
Diuretics were tried, but the kidneys could not be stimu- 
lated to action. Diarrhoea returned, and he lingered on. 
About Nov. Ist the stomach became very irritable; he 
vomited his food frequently, became prostrated, and 
all his symptoms were aggravated. About this time he 
began to complain of soreness of the throat in the laryn- 
geal region. Stupes and counter-irritation were ineffica- 
cious. In a few days dysphagia supervened. He became 
affected with a severe cough, and had copious viscid 
sputa ; a cardiac murmur existed, heard most distinctly at 
the apex. His symptoms increased, and he continued to 
sink until 8th November, when he died. 

_ Autopsy sixteen hours after death.—The epiglottis, glot- 
tis, and vocal cords were hypertrophied, so that the en- 
trance into the glottis and the rima glottidis was dimi- 
nished nearly one-half. The mucous membrane of the 
larynx and trachea, and of the bronchial tubes, was much 
congested, showing signs of inflammation. The right 
pleural cavity contained two pints, the left one pint of 
serous fluid; the lungs were congested, but not hepatized. 
The pericardial sac contained about four ounces of serum. 
Cardiac cavities of the left side of the heart contained 
thrombi. Edges of the mitral valve were thickened, to 
one of which a thrombus was adherent. The mucous 
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membrane of the ilium, coecum, and colon, was inflamed, 
The lower portions of the colon and rectum were hyper- 
trophied, the canal was narrowed, and the glands were 
much enlarged. The mesenteric glands were hypertro- 
phied. The abdominal cavity contained about three quarts 
of serum. The kidney indurated; liver would weigh 
about five pounds; the spleen twelve ounces. 

VI.—George N. Gully, private, Co. F, 120th Mlinois ; 
was a convalescent from bronchitis in Ward C (not my 
ward). He was able to walk about and go out for a few 
weeks previous to Nov. 15th, but on that day he was 
attacked rather suddenly with thoracic difficulty, attended 
with pain and dyspna@a. The ward surgeon was unable 
to come to a positive diagnosis, for physical exploration 
revealed to him no positive symptom. Anodynes were 
—— and gave some rehef temporarily. He died 
November 17th. 

An Autopsy was made ten hours after. The lungs were 
healthy ; about two ounces of serum in pericardial sac ; the 
heart cavities were found to contain very large thrombi; 
the thrombus found in the right heart weighed six 
drachms; a ribbon-shaped thrombus extended from the 
left ventricle into the aorta, measuring about twelve inches 
in length; the liver was hypertrophied, about six pounds 
in weight, and quite friable, so that the texture was 
easily lacerated or torn by the fingers; the spleen was 
about twenty-seven ounces. 

VIL.—Alvey M. Black, private, Co. C, 52d Tils., admitted 
November 14, with chronic diarrhoea of two months’ stand- 
ing. He was very pale from anemia; had lost flesh; was 
much debilitated, and his bowels moved eight to ten times 
in twenty-four hours. In the course of a couple of weeks 
his diarrhoea was somewhat relieved, but he still continued 
very weak; after another week the diarrhoea increased 
again, and he continued to sink until December 11, when 
he died. For thirty-six hours previous to death his hands 
and feet were numb and cold. For ten days previous to 
death a systolic murmur was audible, and the first sound 
of the heart was of a mufiled character ; whether or not 
this existed previously I cannot say. 

An Autopsy was made ten hours after death. The lungs 
were found to present a bloodless appearance, and were 
not more than half the size usually presented after death 
by men of his size; the lung tissue was spongy and free 
from tubercles; pericardial sac contained about two ounces 
of serum; the cardiac cavities contained thrombi, those 
in the right heart being the larger; the thrombus, which 
extended from the right auricle through the auriculo-ven- 
tricular opening, was attached to the tricuspid valves, and 
extended into the ventricle, so as almost completely to 
obstruct the blood on its onward course; the thrombi in 
the right heart were small, and attached to the mitral 
valves; the lower portion of the ilium, the coecum, and the 
colon were in a morbid condition, being very easily torn, 
and the mucous membrane was very much ulcerated; 
extensive destruction of it had taken place, and where it 
was not destroyed, it was much thickened; the mesenteric 
glands were very much enlarged, and many of them 
indurated; the kidneys were hypertrophied, and of a 
pale color; the liver was enlarged, and would weigh six 
pounds; the spleen about twelve ounces; the hepatic tis- 
sue was very friable. 

VIlL—Owen Gilgin, Q. M. Department, admitted into 
Union Hospital, November 21, with orchitis. _ About De- 
cember 1 he came under my charge; the testicle had nearly 
returned to health; next day he was attacked with dysen- 
tery ; had twenty-four stools in twenty-four hours; passed 
blood each time; he became greatly prostrated; appetite 
completely gone; tongue covered with a thick brown coat; 
tenderness in the course of the colon. Counter-irritation to 
the abdomen was tried; all the vegetable astringents were 
prescribed one after the other in various combinations ; tur- 

ntine emulsion was persevered in for several days; the 
ead and opium pill was tried, also injections of the power- 
ful astringents, and anodynes were frequently given; opium 
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That these : not of post-mortem origin may be 
quite conclusively inferred from the fact, that they adhere 
so closely to the endocardium, and also that they inter- 
digitate quite minutely with the columne carne, which 
they would not be likely to do if these latter were at rest 
during their deposit. The portions in the cardiac cavities 
are always firmer and whiter than portions which extend 
into the vessels. The distal extremities in the vessels are 
softer and more colored, more nearly resembling ordi: lary 
clot, yet differing from clot in that it is more resisting and 
tenacious, and the probability is, that it required only 
time for that portion to become white and firm by destruc- 
tion of the red blood corpuscles entangled in the material 
of which thrombi are composed. What that material is, 
and what the cause or condition is which produces it, 
are questions for consideration. 

In the eight cases referred to, 
either by increase of tissue or by increase of blood, or by 
both; it was increased in size ; in some cases very much so, 
In two cases it was quite friable ; in two it was of quite a 
Mazarin blue color; in seven of the eight cases the spleen 
was either much or very much hypertrophied ; and its 
texture friable in one case ; and much bluer than normal in 
two but in one case it was not increased in size. 
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This proves that they may exist without enlargement of 
the spleen. The size of the thrombi did not correspond 
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with the size of the liver, yet the existence of ecierneinit 
of that organ, whenever they are present, is a significant 
fact. © which they are found were, as a general 
rule, ansemiec patients. Bennett has established the fact, 
that “ Leucocythzmia”’ is caused by diseased spleen and 
liver. Virchow has established the fact, that whenever the 
lymphatie glands are affected, either by inflammation in 
tiemselves or in organs with which they are connected, 
there will be hype inosis (and also leukeemia of the blood), 
that is, an excess of fibrin forming material present in the 
blood. ‘This is an important fact in the consideration 
of thrombi, for in each of the above mentioned 
there was either enlarged liver and enlarged spleen, or 
enlarged mesenteric glands, or enlarged bronchial glands ; 
which conditions, according to the highest authority, would 
vive rise to leucoeythamia and hyperinosis ; and these are 
the malar most probably, namely: colorless blood-cor- 
puscles (in excess), and fibrin, or fibrinoid (in excess), of 
which thrombi are composed. Now, when the blood con- 
tains these elements in excess, the patient will probably be 
anemic, and deposits will form on rough surfaces. Such 
blood passing through the heart finds a favorable con- 
dition in the cavity of the appendix auricalaris. There 
are the columne pectinate, which offer a conve- 
nient nidus for the adhesive material in the blood; 
fur, adhesive it is, as shown by its close and firm attach- 
ments when attempts are made to remove it after death. 
The foundation of the thrombus once laid, a continuation 
of its by deposits from the blood, is a 
natural Consequence; and when the deposit is first made, 
a good many red as well as white blood corpuscles may be 
entangled, but, according to Virchow, the red corpuscles 
their color, and become disorganized alter a time 
under such conditions. 
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PERSULPHATE OF IRON DIPHTHERIA. 
By P. FARNSWORTH, M.D., 
OF LYONS, IOWA, 

A case of diphtheria occurring in my practice not long 
since, in which a blister had been applied to the chest pre- 
vious to the attack, the diphtheritic membrane appeared on 
the denuded surface. 

The throat symptoms were not very severe, but the 
blister became intensely painful, and all the constitutional 
symptoms of a severe form of the disease appeared. 

Gave tonics and stimulants, as usual in such cases, and 
made a topical application of nitrate of silver. Found that 
the caustic did little towards removing the external mem- 
brane, from its forming an impenetrable covering by coa- 
gulating the albumen. Tr. of iodine seemed more effectual, 
but produced pain wherever it came in contact with the 
denuded surface; applied powdered alum, which seemed 
to act like the nitrate of silver. Hydrochloric acid removed 
the membrane; but it reappeared; besides, the acid was 
painful in its application, 

Next tried the preparations of iron. Made a solution of 
tr. fer. mur. 3}. ad aque 3]j., sweetened with a little honey, 
to be given every two hours, in teaspoonful doses. At the 

same time made an application of the solution of persul- 
phate of iron (reduced one-half) to the external membrane. 
Nhs gave less pain than any of the previous applications ; 
and, after two or three days, removed the membrane per- 
manently. My patient made a good recovery. 

While several cases of diphthe ria were pending, I acci- 
dentally burned the back of my forefinger from the second 
to the third joint. It was only slightly burnt, and I paid 
little attention to it for several days; when I awoke one 
morning with a severe pain in my finger, my hand swollen, 
and soreness of the axillary glands. Uncovering my finger, 
I found the injured part covered with a diphtheritic mem- 
brane. Made an application of the solid nitrate of silver, 
and applied a poultice. Itseemedto grow worse. Next made 
an application of the fer. persulphas, which had a solvent 
power over the membrane, and, after a few applications, the 
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sore became healthy in appearance, and the inflammation | 
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Since the above occurred I have had but four cases of 
diphtheria, and in each have used no other remedies than 
the tr. fer. mur. and a topical application of the fer. per- 
sulphas. All recovered quickly. We are often called to see 

ases Of diphtheria which are wholly beyond the reach of 

the physician’s art from the beginning; but I think that in 
the curable cases we possess, in the above preparations of 
iron, aS near a specific as we have for most diseases. 

I] do not mean to say that stimulants or other tonics are 
to be discarded: but I know of no other article that 
possesses both the properties of a solvent of the membrane, 
and is at the same time so valuable a tonic as the sesqui- 
chloride or persulphate of iron, and would rather trust 
them alone against the disease than all the other remedies 
yet tried, 

Lyons, January 1, 1564. 

eS ae 
RESECTION OF THREE INCHES OF THE UPPER 
THIRD OF THE FEMUR— 
RESECTIONS OF THE SHAFT OF THE HUMERUS., 

By JOHN HOMANS, JR., Asst. Sure. U.S.A. 
Private James Reid, of the 162d New York Vols., was 
admitted a patient in St. James’s United States General 
Hospital, July 3d, 1863. A few days previously he had 
been wounded at Springfield Landing, near Port Hudson, 
durmg an attack upon that post by the rebels, sustaining a 
compound gunshot fracture of the right thigh at the upper 
third. On entrance the thigh was but slightly swollen; 
the shortening was about an inch and a half. The bullet 
liad entered on the anterior face of the limb, about four and 
a half inches below Poupart’s ligament, and had passed out 
at a point about four inches below the great trochanter ; 
passing just outside the femoral artery (which vessel was 
unharmed, and lay towards the median line of the body as 
compared with the track of the ball), shattering the femur 
in its passage. I determined to make an effort to save the 
limb, for experience had taught me how much conservative 
surgery can accomplish in gunshot fractures of the thigh. 
A Smith’s anterior splint was applied, but it was soon 
removed, as the patient was uncomfortable ; and the limb 
was placed on a double inclined plane. The orifice of 
entrance soon healed, and pus, which soon began to be dis- 
charged quite treely, flowed out through the lower open- 
ing. On the 29th of July, as the patient’s condition was 
favorable for operation, I determined to remove all the 
necrosed bone possible, and, if necessary, to resect a por- 
tion of the shaft of the femur. The patient was placed 
under the influence of chloroform, and an incision two and 
a half inches long was made from either side of the orifice 
of exit in the direction of the long axis of the limb. Seve- 
ral pieces of necrosed bone were removed, and the end of 
each fragment of the fractured femur was turned out and 
sawn off with a chain-saw beyond the point where the 
bone was bare. The periosteum along the course of the 
linea aspera was carefully preserved and peeled off from the 
bone, or rather the bone was gently torn away from the 
periosteum. About three inches of the femur were thus 
resected. No untoward symptom followed for more than 
two months, and in October the limb could be raised by the 
heel, and union was quite firm, About this time he was 
attacked with erysipelas, which seemed to be caused by 
the whitewashing of the ward in which he lay; but the 
attack was slight and soon passed off. In November he 
could walk about on crutches, and bend his knee slightly. 
I noticed that union took place first and mainly along the 
inner side of the bone; and as the periosteum here was 
preserved entire, there was not so much shortening as 
would otherwise have resulted, it being only three and a 
half inches. In December he was discharged from service 
and sailed for New York. How usefula limb he will have 
cannot yet be determined, but amputation would have 
killed him. 


Capt. John Cook, 91st New York, 62 years old, was 


wounded at Port Hudson on the 27th May, 1863, and 
entered St. James's Hospital, New Orleans, on the 29th, 
He sustained a gunshot fracture of the right humerus at the 
lower third, and on the 3lst May two and a half inches of 
the shaft, from the condyles upwards, were removed by 
Doctor Avery of the 9th Conn. Vols. He recovered and 
went home in July, at which time there was no union. 

Barnet Swope, 6th Michigan, entered on the 29th of 
May, having been wounded at the same time as Capt. 
Cook. On June 2d five inches of the right humerus were 
removed by Doctor Avery in fragments and by means of 
the saw. The periosteum was preserved entire; union 
was firm three and a half months afterwards, and he can 
now use his arm without splints, and can write. The 
shortening is three inches, 

New Oxreans, La., Jan, 1564. 
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NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
Srarep Meretine, Oct. 28, 1863. 


Dk. D. 8. CONANT, PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 


WOUND OF CAROTID ARTERY—USE OF PERSULPHATE OF IRON— 
AUTOPSY, 
Dr. Markor presented a specimen of the common carotid, 
external and internal carotid, and part of the subclavian ar- 
teries, taken from a patient who was received into the New 
York Hospital August 17, two days after having received 
a peculiar wound of the neck. In a fit of mental aberration 
he stabbed himself with the small blade of a pen-knife, in- 
flicting two wounds, one in the median line, and one two 
inches to the right of the median line. The precise posi- 
tion of the median wound was over the trachea, about 
three-quarters of an inch above the top of the sternum. 
About an inch to the right of this was the other, which 
was about one-half of an inch above the clavicle. The 
position of these wounds was not important in reference 
to the injury of the artery. There was a little diffuse 
swelling in the lower part of the neck, and a little emphy- 
sema; otherwise the patient’s condition was pretty good. 
The emphysema was referred to the slight puncture of the 
trachea. On the twentieth instant, three days after admis- 
sion, Dr. Markoe’s attention was called particularly to the 
case; he then found that the region of the outer wound 
was the seat of a diffuse indurated swelling, which mani- 
festly pulsated. The inference was, that a large artery had 
been wounded, and that a traumatic aneurism had formed. 
Ice was applied to the part, and the result was awaited. 
On the day following, the ice having had some good effect 
upon the enlargement, it was hoped that after all no large 
artery had been injured. On the twenty-second it was, 
however, evident that the tumor was increasing, having 
encroached considerably upon the deeper structures of the 
neck, at the same time the trachea was being pushed to 
the opposite side, causing dyspnoea. The patient said that 
the wounds were inflicted by striking upwards. At the 
time a consultation was called, the distension of the neck 
was so great that the external wound was elevated con- 
siderably above the clavicle, so that some of the gentlemen 
got a wrong impression of the location of the stab, There 
was a great deal of doubt as to the precise situation in 
which the artery (the carotid) was wounded. Dr. Markoe’s 
impression was that the seat of injury to the vessel was 
far down near its origin. There were two lines of action 
open; one to cut down through the aneurismal swelling, 
and secure the artery at the bottom by a ligature; the other 
was to try and secure occlusion by the distal operation. 
The distal operation was, however, finally determined 
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upon, and Dr. Markoe applied a ligature upon the common 
carotid, and also on the internal carotid, in order to secure 
the recurrent circulation. This, however, had no good 
effect, for the dilation increased, and dyspnoea became 
more marked. Forty-eight hours after’the operation the 
Doctor resolved to try the efficacy of the injection of the 
persulphate of iron directly into the cavity of the sac. <A 
fine trocar was accordingly introduced, when a jet escaped 
with considerable force, showing what an extent of pres- 
sure there was behind. Twenty-five drops of the iron 
were thrown in, and a coagulum of considerable size was 
the result—but this had no effect in retarding the dilata- 
tion. The day following forty drops were thrown in 
with the same result. About two hours after the second 
Operation one of his severe paroxysms of dyspnoea came 
on, and he succumbed to it. 

At the autopsy the tissues of the neck around the 
wound were found enormously swollen, and the trachea 
pushed strongly to the left side. A mass of coagulum, con- 
siderably larger than the fist, was scooped’out. In this mass 
were two egg-shaped bodies of brownish color, and crum- 
bling, which were the coagula made bythe iron. One of 
these, the last made, came so near the artery that the 
effects of the injection were visible through its coats to the 
extent of causing a slight amount of coagulation in the 
blood contained in the artery itself. Throwing aside these 
clots, the track of the common carotid was seen, and this 
artery was found wounded on its side about an inch and 
three-eighths from its bifurcation. 


CAPILLARY BRONCHITIS, 

Dr. Exos presented the larynx, trachea, and bronchial 
tubes taken from a child who died this morning of capil- 
lary bronchitis. This history is painfully brief and interest- 
ing. The patient was a healthy, robust, and active boy, 
about four years of age; he seemed to have had the symp- 
toms of an ordinary cold for a few days. Yesterday he 
was playing about the floor; in the evening he began to 
breathe hurriedly, and the cough was more hoarse and 
croupy. I first saw the child last evening about ten 
o'clock. The mother had given him an emetic of ipecacu- 
anha, and he had just thrown up his dinner; this, toge- 
ther with a warm pediluvium, had apparently caused a 
profuse perspiration, in which I found him lying; the sur- 
face was warm, and the color good; the respiration was 
hurried, and the pulse rapid, 120 to 130; the cough was 
too slight for me to tell whether he had the croup, as the 
parents had supposed; the breathing appeared to be 
obstructed about the larynx. In answer to some questions 
the voice was such as led me to infer there was no mem- 
branous obstruction in the larynx. As he was in this pro- 
fuse perspiration, and lying quietly, I did not deem it best 


to disturb him, in order to make a careful exploration of | 


the chest. In case he should become hot and dry, or 
croupy, I recommended nauseating doses of tart. antim. et 
pot. and ipecacuanha, I left rather expecting to find the 
child better in the morning; he appeared to be in no pain, 
and his mind was clear. I was sent for about five o'clock 
this morning, and when I arrived the child was dead. I 
learned that he continued to perspire freely through the 
night, with color and warmth good till near the last. He 
was not croupy, and did not congh much. Just before 
death the mucus increased rapidly. Some very slight 
spasms were observable; the respiration grew faster and 
faster till death closed the scene. 

Post-Mortem Examination.—The mucus was seen swell- 
ing from the mouth; the air-passages were filled with this 
frothy mucus — particularly the smaller bronchial tubes 
throughout both lungs. On washing this off the mucous 
membrane was seen highly injected, and in a state of acute 
inflammation, in the larynx, trachea, large and small bron- 
chial tubes; no diphtheritic or croupous deposit was to be 
seen; the tracheal epithelia were not removed; the lungs 
were not inflamed—their color was natural, and they were 
crepitant throughout, except a small portion of one which 
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was hypostatically congested ; the head was not examined, 
as there had been no symptoms indicating cerebral trouble ; 
the heart, liver, kidneys, and all the other organs were 
healthy; there was a slight effusion of serum in the peri- 
cardium ; no otber evidences of disease were found. 

Death appeared to have been caused by the sudden and 
copious exudation of mucus into the small bronchi, thus 
obstructing their calibre already diminished by the turgid 
lining membrane. The blood, in consequence, failed to be 
properly aérated, and death was the result. 
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TRAINING OF RECRUITS. 

Wirn the approach of spring the tocsin of war again 
rings through the land, and the people are called to fill up 
the ranks of our wasted armies. There are many indica- 
tions that the end of this terrible civil strife is approaching- 
The Government is evidently about to put forth strength 
adequate to overcome all opposition, and terminate in a 
Single campaign a war that has already lingered too long. 
An army of a million of men, the fabulous tale of Xerxes, 
is about to be realized on this continent. In this final 
onset upon rebellion, nearly every household in the land is 
to be represented. The loyal people have already given 
their Josephs to their country, and now they are called upon 
to give their Benjamins. And we do not doubt the kind 
of response which the people will make to this final sum- 
mons of the President. A million of men will gather at 
his bidding within the appointed time. 

But we cannot contemplate this organization of new 
armies on such an enormous scale without sad reflections 
upon the unnecessary waste of health and life which is to 
follow. What a large proportion will never go to the 
battle-field? What a vast number will go from the 
camp of instruction to the hospitals, and from the hos- 
pitals will return to their homes invalids for lifel How 
many will never even go beyond the place of ren- 
dezvous! Dearly has experience taught us that the 
people cannot be diverted suddenly from the healthful 
occupations of peace to the privations, fatigue, and hard- 
ships of war, without the immediate sacrifice of a large 
percentage of the aggregate number. Viewed ina proper 
light, the dangers of the battle-field are slight compared 
with the perils of the camp. For one who receives a fatal 
wound in a battle, a-hundred are crippled or die from dis- 
ease. Thus is lost to the country a large share of the 
effective strength of our newly-formed armies, Not only is 
the Government a great loser by this failure of the health 
of its recent recruits, but the country at large is thereby 
deprived of perhaps a skilled artisan or laborer. 

But is this fruitless expenditure of the health and life 
of the people who go forth from their homes to fight our 
battles necessary? We aver not. This waste is the 
merest extravagance of thoughtless or conceited authority. 
The diseases of camp are almost wholly preventable by 
proper sanitary regulations. Diarrhcea, dysentery, fever, 


‘scorbutus, and all those allied diseases which so thin the 
ranks of recruits, are the direct result of errors of diet or 
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living which may be corrected, and which should never be 


allowed to exist. But to preserve the health and life of 
the recruit, and transform him from a sturdy laborer into 
a stalwart soldier, requires the skilled knowledge of the best 
medical minds of the country. It is in this transforming 
process that our military authorities make a most fatal mis- 
take. The recruit is taken from his comfortable home and 
well filled table, and without the slightest gradation in the 
change, is at once put upon the coarse fare and stinted ra- 
tion,and subjected to the fatigues and exposures of the vete- 
ran soldier. Thousands who might have been educated to 
endure the hardships of soldier-life succumb to these ex- 
treme changes, and swell the ranks of hospital inmates 
instead of the army. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The reform needed is, that the places of rendezvous of | 
recruits should be made the transition state from civil to | 


military life. Here the recruit should find proper food, 
well cooked, and in sufficient variety and quantity. He 
should not be supplied with an army ration, either in quan- 
tity or in kind; the cooking should be thorough, and by 
skilled persons ; his clothing should be warm; his sleeping 


apartment well ventilated, dry, and comfortable ; his exer- | 


cise should be cautiously adapted to his physical condition. 


These are simple truths, and their importance is recognised | 


by every candid person, But they will never have a prac- 
tical application except at the hands of skilled sanitarians. 
We have not the slightest confidence in laymen. 
larger number of depots for recruits have been managed in 
violation of every law of health. 
in unhealthy situations, The soil has been wet, thorough 
drainage impossible, and winds and sunlight shut out by 
the slope of the land. As a consequence, rheumatism and 
diseases of the lungs have been early developed. Again: 
the barracks have been damp and poorly ventilated, the 
bunks huddled together and filthy, the water-closets un- 
covered, and sinks in close proximity to the quarters. The 
food has generally been poor in quality, deficient in quan- 
tity and variety, and so cooked as to be rendered unpala- 
table and indigestible. The sudden change of food which 
the recruit suffers, leads to a diarrhoea or dysentery of an 
obstinate type. 

The result of all this official mismanagement is, that the 
recruit is either completely invalided, or finally enters the 
ranks physically incapacitated. The loss to the Govern- 
ment has thus been inconceivably great at every attempt 
to recruit its armies. Thousands, who with proper early 
training would have become capable and efficient soldiers, 
have fallen victims to the diseases induced by the sudden 
and violent transition from a life of well ordered and sys- 
tematic labor, and a table teeming with various and well 
prepared foods, to the wants, privations, and exposures of the 
camp. We have seen regiments, while waiting in these 
camps, waste away from the maximum strength to a mere 
skeleton. This negligence is the more inexcusable because 
their places of rendezvous are generally located in rich 
farming districts, where every necessity can be readily and 
cheaply supplied. 

We appeal to our military authorities to heed the expe- 
rience of the past in the large levy of troops now about to 
be made. Let the places of rendezvous be made more 
homelike in everything that relates to the comfort of the 
recruit. Let him be trained like the pugilist, by slow de- 


grees, departing gradually from his former habits, and slowly 
The man who car- 


accustoming him to severer discipline. 


The | 


They have been located | 
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ried the ox had to begin with carrying the calf. Whiysnrr, 
who now lifts with ease two tons or upwards, began by 
lifting a light weight. So may nearly the entire body of 
recruits be gradually trained to endure, with impunity, the 
privations, fatigues, and exposures of the soldier’s life. 


STATE MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 

WE publish in this number the proceedings of the State 
Medical Societies of New Jersey and New York. The 
Medical Society of New Jersey has nearly reached its 
centenary anniversary, and is maintained with all the vigor 
of the most recent organizations. The Medical Society of 
the State of New York is rapidly growing in interest and 
influence, and promises to become one of the leading 
medical societies of the country. The late meeting was 
attended by nearly one hundred members. The State 
Societies, generally, manifest equal activity. This must be 
taken as an indication of a most healthful condition of the 
profession of the country. 


MORTALITY OF CITIES IN 1863. 


Dr. E. M. Snow, the distinguished Sanitary Officer of 
Providence, R. I., states that—“The year 1863 was marked 
by an increased, and in some respects remarkable, mor- 
tality throughout the country, in the rural districts as well 
as in cities. There appears to have been no general or 
wide-spread epidemic ; but a general increase of mortality 
from all causes. In some sections of New England and in 
other States, there were severe epidemics of diphtheria, 
scarlatina, typhoid fever, and spotted fever; and during the 
present winter there is existing a general epidemic of in- 
fluenza, commonly, but improperly, attributed to ‘taking 
cold.’ This has largely increased the mortality of aged 
persons, and in some places has proved fatal to many of the 
middle-aged.” He gives the following interesting table : 


Estimated Death Of population 

Population. 1863, One in. 
New York, ¥),000 25,196 85.7 
Philadelphia, 620.000 54.220 43.6 
Boston, 194,000 4,698 41.2 
Newark, N. J., 85,000 1,952 43.5 
Providence, 55,000 1,214 45.3 
Hartford, 82,000 583 5A8 


The increase in 1863 in the number of deaths, over the 
previous year, was as follows: 

New York, increase 3,952, or 18.60 per cent. 

Philadelphia, increase 691, or 4.57 per cent. 

Boston, increase 578, or 14.02 per cent. 

Providence, increase 300, or 32,82 per cent. 

The population of the cities is given at an increase of 
about 10 per cent. on the population in 1860, The sta- 
tistics refute the shallow statements of the City Inspector 
in regard to the health of New York. With a just allow- 
ance for the increase of population, New York appears at 
even less advantage than in former years. Its death-rate 
for 1863 is 1 in 35. 


VALUE OF SANITARY MEASURES IN ARMIES. 
In the British army we have the most striking illustrations 
of the value of sanitary surveillance. The frightful mor- 
tality from diseases in the Crimean war aroused such noble 
and philanthropic persons as Lorp Hersert and Miss 
Nicutmncate to the importance of inaugurating sanitary 
regulations in the Army, and the happy effect was not only 
then soon evident, but it is still seen, in the greatly reduced 
mortality in the British army in all parts of the world since 
that period. The following recently published statistics 
present the mortality of that army at different points before 
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GALE. By Cnarves Surimpron, M.D., late Surgeon-Major 
(Fre ne hy Army Be late Surgeon In Chief of Fic ld Hospitals 
and of the Military Hospital, Sétif} Algeria. Paris: Ger- 
mer-Bailligre; New York: 1864. 


Bailliére Brothers. 

8vo. pp. 64. 

Dr. Surmeron, the author of this interesting sketch of 
Miss Nicutincae’s labors, in their relation to the pro- 
gress of reforms in military hygiene, has endeavored to set 
forth the radical sources of those official and departmental 
defects of the medical and administrative service of the 
British army that induced the woes and losses 
which that army suffered in the Crimean campaign. Being 
himself an enlightened hygienist and a retired medical offi- 
cer of special experience and skill, the views of this writer 
command our attention, 

The magnitude and the far-reaching influence of Florence 
Nightingale’s labors for the health and happiness of soldiers, 
cannot be over-estimated, nor will the inquiries and reforms 
which she has initiated cease to bless the world until the 
heart of philanthropy ceases to have its sympathies called 
forth by sufferings of mankind from preventable diseases 
and uneared for distress. Very justly does Dr. Shrimpton 


say — 


terrible 


“Tt is one of the greatest characteristics of the present age 


REVIEWS. 





Feb. 6, 1864, 


——— eniieieipeaeiamaiandemmeaiaiadinsieat a 
that the cause of humanity is become identified with the strengtl 

f The history, then, of a war can no longer be confined 
to bare details of the plans of battles, and of the manoeuvres of 
we must refer to other elements, and principally to the 
sanitary condition of troops, as the causes of our victories, or the 
reasons for our disasters. The historian, in following soldiers in 
their campaigns, should note everything that may be favorable 
or unfavorable to their sanitary condition ; and consequently he 
should not neglect any opportunity of exposing every error that 
may be committed on this important point, from whatsoever 
source it may spring. There are, particularly, two important re- 
sults to be obtained from this scrupulous care in compiling the 
history of awar, The first is, that of reducing to less than half 
the mortality of those brave soldiers who so generously shed their 
blood for their country; the second, merely a corollary of the 
first, that by reducing the mortality of soldiers, the strength of 
armies will be proportionally increased, and thus very often the 
fortune of war decided.” 


armies. 


€armes ¢ 


Dr. Shrimpton pays a just tribute to the good services of 
the “ Times Correspondent ”’ in the Crimea, and he believes 
in the utility of fair criticism, even in war times, as a safe 
and sure means of securing necessary reforms. He says, 
“The authorities being obiged to see and know things as 
they really were,” found that this was the great step 
towards the remedy. 

The writer takes up the following questions :— 

“Why the fine troops, which left England in such admirable 
condition that the highest hopes were legitimately formed of 
their success, should have been exposed to such difficulties and 
privations from the very beginning of the expedition, that they 
were almost swept away by disease and death, even before they 
came in presence of the enemy ? 

“Secondly, we shall inquire, how the presence of Miss 
Nightingale in the Hospitals of the British army could so promptly 
assuage so much suffering and so effectually stop the ravages of 
those trightful diseases, the focus of which was in the Hospitals, 
carrying off all the inmates. 

“We shall endeavor, thirdly, to point out the causes to which 
we must attribute the happy change that took place in the sani- 
tary condition of the English troops towards the end of the war 
—a change so vital as to insure their complete immunity from 
typhus fever, at the very time this dire disease raged with the 
utmost violence amongst the French and Sardinian troops en- 
camped in their immediate vicinity.” 

He plainly shows that a criminally defective system, or 
rather no-system, of administration in army affairs, and a 
hampered routineism in the medical services, gave rise to 
the shocking sacrifice of life and health that was suffered in 
the Crimean campaign; and he takes occasion to present 
the peculiar advantages of the French system of managing 
the purely administrative or material affairs under an “ Jn- 
tendunt Général.” 

“There was no shelter or comfort of any kind for the sick, 
which had been foreseen by Mr. Alexander, but what could the 
efforts of an isolated medical officer avail in an army? It must 
not be supposed that this painful disorder existed only on the 
first landing of the troops, Difficulties and privations of all 
kinds increased, on the contrary, in the British army, as the 
troops landed, whilst the French had no difficulty nor any kind 
of privation to meet, because everything had been provided and 
settled for them by their ‘ Intendant Général.’ The ‘Train des 
Equipages Militaires’ took charge of their baggage and all the 
stores they required, As there was no special service of this 
kind in the British army, they had to wait until ‘ Arabas,’ a mi- 
serable kind of cart, could be procured at great expense and with 
much difficulty. After all this delay and trouble, there was 
nothing but confusion and disorder. The distribution of provi- 
sions was so irregular and so difficult that often the men could 
not get any meat at all. The soldiers of the 93rd were obliged 
to kill the oxen which had brought their baggage on the 
‘ Arabas’ to procure meat for themselves.” 


Coming down to the events of the first winter, Dr. 
Shrimpton says :— 

“ Everything was supplied in abundance, and it will appear 
strange to a person unacquainted with what an Administration 
should be, that the army should still have been in want of 
everything, Things were not within reach when required, and 
when they were within reach, so many formalities were required 
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that the army had to suffer the torture of Tantalus, The Admi- 
nistration had no initiative power, it was nothing more than a 
ispensing instrument. Such as it was, however, it was allowed 
to do its best. The functionaries, with all their zeal and activity, 
could not overcome the radical defect of their organization, but 
every kind of assistance possible was given them, This was not 
sufficient, for we were soon to see another administrative power 
rise, Which, without interfering at all with the original Adminis- 
tration, aided and assisted in supplying many great deficiencies 
which the regulations had not provided for. This was the mis- 
sion of Miss Nightingale, who came, in her sublime vocation, to 
work out the most wonderful reforms in the British Hospitals in 
the East.” 

The condition of the sick and of the military hospitals, 
and what occurred to make the rate of mortality frightful, 
are graphically set forth by our author. Of the famous 
Barrack Hospital at Scutari he says :— 

“Tt is impossible to describe the state of the atmosphere in the 
wards, particularly during the night. The air was vitiated in 
the highest degree—there was no drainage for the water and 
filth—no possibility of escaping the horrid smell from the privies, 
which filled the passages and entered the wards. The floors 
were always wet and saturated with filth—the walls and ceilings 
were also saturated with putrid animal matter; rats and vermin 
swarmed everywhere, and, as there were no night vessels, large 
tubs were placed in the wards to supply their deficiency! After 
such an account of the interior, it is scarcely worth while to 
speak of the exterior of the hospital. The same want of care 
reigned everywhere.” 

Claiming that this state of confusion and insufficiency in 
the British army hospitals inevitably resulted from the ab- 
sence of a distinct and independent system of military or 
material administration, Dr. Shrimpton enforces his argu- 
ment by stating that— 

“Tn the French army everything connected with hospital 
management belongs to the Department of the Administration. 
The medical officer has nothing to do with anything but his pro- 
fessional duties, transmitting his prescriptions to the ‘ officier 
Thus the French medical officer is 
enabled to attend to 300 patients, more promptly and efficiently 
than the medical officer of the British army can attend to 30.” 

The marvellous genius and administrative skill of Miss 
Nightingale, by the high commission of Sir Sidney Her- 
bert, became for the time the much needed supplementary 
power of an “ Jntendant Général” for the hospital service. 
And Dr. Shrimpton has very delicately presented a lumi- 
nous and instructive sketch of that noble woman's history 
in respect of her long and thorough course of preparatory 
training for such work. Though no other woman since the 
world began has had such a preparation for such a work, 
her record is one that many of our countrywomen may 
profitably study. Indeed it is a subject for instruction to 
the medical profession. The sketch which the author has 
given of this lady’s work, and of her providential and earn- 
est training for it, renders his book peculiarly attractive. 

In reference to the causes that were concerned in re- 
forming the sanitary affairs in the Crimea, the author 
says :— 


d@' administration comptable.’ 


“We may perhaps be expected to specify the causes, to which 
we attribute the happy change which took place in the sanitary 
state of the British army. First, then, the victualling became 
more easy, and the supplies more abundant; for this we have 
only to refer to what bas already been said. Secondly, better 
arrangements were made with regard to hygienic measures. 
Here some further explanations may be necessary. 

“Two questions naturally arise from this subject,—the first is, 
how better arrangements could exercise so great an influence on 
the sanitary state of the British army. This is easily explained. 
Byjdraining the camp and carefully carrying off everything from 
which unwholesome emanations could arise, by providing a more 
healthy and convenient lodging for the soldier, by preventing 
the crowding together of the sick, and by the establishment of a 
good system of ventilation, all causes of evil were removed.” 

As Dr. Shrimpton is himself one of the very best author- 
ities who has written upon the subject of special ventila- 
tion and special construction and management of fever- 
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wards, we appreciate his judgment upon the points above 
stated. The point also that he makes concerning the im- 
portance of having in every army a separate system or 
Sureau of Administration cannot fail to command attention. 
He concludes his remarks upon that subject by saying— 

“When an army goes forth to war, the country should be 
assured that everything is provided for its success. Troops, that 
are not a/ways prepared for war, are nothing better than an iso- 
lated band of soldiers. It is the Military Administration that 
makes them an eflective army; this Military Administration 
should always, then, be prepared fur war. Are not soldiers 
formed by discipline and exercise in time of peace? Should not 
the Military Administration be studied and perfected in all its 
branches in time of peace also ?” 

Certainly the importance of reforming the administrative 
service of armies cannot be too strongly urged, and as 
respects the Quartermaster’s and Commissariat departments 
the French system is far better than the English or the 
American system; but it is a grievous fault in the French 
military service that the surgeon has no rank, and the Me- 
dical Department is made dependent upon the Jntendant 
Department. M. Baudens bears testimony to the peculiar 
advantages that were enjoyed by the British medical offi- 
cers in the Crimea during the last year of the campaign in 
consequence of the military authority which their system 
enabled them to exercise over the sanitary affairs of admi- 
nistration, etc.; and some of our readers will recollect an 
instance in which a French surgeon in charge of several 
hundred sick and wounded soldiers departing by transport 
from Civita Vecchia, bound to a French port forty-eight 
hours distant, ascertained to his consternation, on getting 
out upon the Mediterranean, that the Jntendant in com- 
mand of the company had not deemed it necessary lo pro- 
vide either subsistence or hospital supplies ; and, as the 
medical officer had no military authority, the cruel and 
blind caprice of the Jntendant forbade the ship to put into 
port for relief. 

Dr. Shrimpton’s record of Miss NientinGaur's labors, her 
special qualifications for them, and the occasions that called 
them forth, conclusively show that in her were united the 
qualities, the functions, and, by force of her own will and 
the sanction of Lord Herbert, the power, which should en- 
dow the Sanitary Inspectors and Medical Directors of our 
own army. 


Correspondence, 


SOCIETY FOR THE RELIEF OF THE WIDOWS 
AND ORPHANS OF MEDICAL MEN. 
[To the Editor of the Awenican MepicaL Times,] 
Sir :—The article in your Journal of this date in regard 
to the N.Y. Society for the Relief of Widows and Orphans 
of Medical Men, seems to call for a few further remarks 
from me. 

And first let me say, that as the Trves is the only me- 
dium through which I can address the public in reply to 
its own editorials, you do the Society and me something 
less than justice when you suppress an important part of 
my first communication. I do not now allude to the clos- 
ing sentences of my note, the withholding of which leads 
me to infer that you considered them personally sarcastic, 
though they were intended only as a bit of pleasantry, 
But I also stated in that note that the number of beneli- 
ciaries was increasing, and must be expected to increase 
hereafter in almost geometrical ratio. A knowledge of this 
fact was necessary to the formation of an intelligent judg- 
ment in regard to the action and policy of the Society. 

I have spoken of the Society as a “charity.” It ought 
rather to be regarded as a species of life insurance asso- 
ciation, with a benevolent object. But unlike the ordinary 
life insurance companies, it does not exclude, but rather 
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seeks and welcomes to its membership and to prospective 
participation in its benefits, the infirm and the diseased, 


But in order that these benefits may be certain to come if 


needed, it is necessary that a large fund should be created; 
and it was the intention of the original founders, and is 
now, and has ever been the object of the Board of Mana- 
gers, to accumulate such a fund. Unless that object were 
kept continually in view, there is no reason to doubt that 
the Society would soon fall into the condition of a similar 
one in this city, which, with more generosity than judg- 
ment, began by allowing to the destitute widows of its 
members $800 per annum, and now is able to grant them 
only $50. It is the policy we have all along pursued 
which enables us now to pay out to beneficiaries more 
than double the amount received from annual subscriptions. 

The question is not, what portion of the present actual 
income of the Society 1s paid out to beneficiaries, but 
what proportion do those benefits bear to the amounts paid 
into the treasury of the Society, which have secured them. 
Not having at hand the statistics of the London society of 
the same name, which you have spoken of in comparison 
with ours, I am not able to contrast the two in this parti- 
cular; but I may without impropriety state some facts in 
regard to our own, 

The total amount paid into the treasury of the Society 
since its foundation, by and in behalf of those whose fami- 
lies are now receiving its benefits, is less than $300, while 
the sums paid out to these beneficiaries are more than ten 
times that amount. It would not be proper to give names 
and particulars here, but I may mention that in one in- 
stance, where only $40 were paid into the treasury by a 
member, his family have received already over $2000 from 
the fund, and the allowance is still running on. There 
are other cases not less striking. 

But let us compare the position of the London society 
with that of ours. The London society is over eighty 
years old. Ours is but little over twenty years. The Lon- 
don society depends in a very large measure upon contri- 
butions from persons out of the profession (hence it may 
more properly be regarded as a charity). Ours has re- 
ceived in all less than $1000 from such persons. The Lon- 
don society finds it even now very difficult to meet the 
demands upon it, and has to make appeals to the public 
for aid. We have thus far had no occasion to make such 
appeals (though perhaps we might have to do it if we pur- 
sued the course which those who have not well considered 
the matter would indicate), The history of the London 
society in its early years is the same as ours, viz. at first 
no applicants ; afterwards one or two; and then increasing 
in a ratio so rapid as to make it difficult to meet its wants, 
a condition which we hope to avoid. Lastly, the London 
society 1s only able at the present time, and after drawing 
for eighty odd years upon the benevolence of the commu- 
nity at large, to allow to the widows of its members the 
sum of £40 per annum, exactly 25 per cent. more than 
we allow after existing one fourth of the time, and receiv- 
ing contributions to its funds (with the small exception I 
have named, a considerable portion of which came from 
one man) from the profession alone. 

I might go into this matter in greater detail, and bring 
forward other arguments, but I think what I have said will 
be sufficient to convince almost any one that the Society 
is pursuing a wise and judicious course, I will therefore 
only give one or two additional facts. Already the deaths 
among members of our Society have reached about 18 per 
cent. of its membership. One-sixth of these, or nearly 17 

er cent., have required and received aid from its funds. 

foreover, there has been, so far as is known, no instance 
of actual penury; but in several instances where, for a 
time, there was an urgent need, the case has been met by 
special appropriations from the funds, in addition to the 
annual allowance. 

Yours, ete., 8. Conant Foster, M.D., 
Secretary of the Soctety. 
24 East 2ist Street, New Yorn, January 23, 1864. 
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NEW YORK STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY, FIFTY- 

SEVENTH SESSION. 

[Special Correspondence.] 
Tur 57th Session of the New York State Medical Society, 
organized this morning (Tuesday, Feb. 2), at eleven o'clock, 
in the Supervisors’ room of the City Hall, Dr. Dantex P. 
Bisset, of Utica, President, in the chair. The session was 
opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Wycxorr, After which 
the President delivered in a brief and very appropriate 
manner, his Inaugural Address. Among the important 
points suggested in this address were, that hereafter two 
Vice-Presidents be chosen, and that, in view of the onerous 
duties attached to the position of Secretary of this Society, 
a salary be connected with his office. 

The President then proceeded to appoint the following 
Committee on Credentials, viz. Drs. Howarp Townsenn, 
N. C. Hustep, S. D. Witiarp. 

On motion of Dr. B. R. Sraats, the President’s Inau- 
gural Address was referred to a select committee of three, 
viz. Drs. Staats, Biatcurorp, and Dooui1t.e. 

Dr. J. V. Cops, of Oneida, offered the following resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That the Chair appoint a committee of three to extend an invi- 
tation to such members of the Legislature as belong to the Medical Pro- 
fession, to attend the meetings of this Society during its present session. 

The chair appointed as such committee, Drs. Cons, 
Saunpers, and Corrs. 

Dr. Cops announced the death of Dr. A. Biarr, and pre- 
sented a memoir, 

Dr. Hassrovek, of Rockland, presented the Annual Ad- 
dress delivered before the Rockland County Medical 
Society, which was referred to the publishing committee. 

Dr. Furman, of New York, presented the following com- 
munications from the Medical Society of the County of New 
York: 

Ist. A paper on the True Indications for the Employment 
of Stimulants in Continued Fevers, by Hansury Ssrrn, 
M.D. 

2d. A paper by Jas. L. Brows, M.D., on the Action of 
Mercury upon the Liver, with a report thereon, by the 
Committee on Intelligence of the above mentioned Society. 
Said Committee consisting of Drs. Cnas. Hencuet, Chair- 
man; Jonxn G. Anams, A. 8. Purpy, Jos. L. Crane; J. 
Kine Merritt, Secretary, 

3rd. A review, by Atonzo Catxiys, M.D,, entitled “ Judi- 
cial Executions for Capital Crimes; their History, Offensive 
Features, and their Corrective,” with suggestions to the pro- 
fession. 

4th. A paper on the Therapeutical Properties of the 
“ Chloride of Ammonium,” commonly called the Muriate of 
Ammonia, by J. R. Leamrne, M.D. 

5th. A paper on Spinal Irritation, or the Causes which 
tend to produce Back-Aches in American Women, by C. F. 
Taytor, M.D. 

6th. “‘ Remarks on the Surgical Management of Mem- 
branous Croup,” by Lewis A. Sarre, M.D. 

7th. An Annual Report from the Society's Committee on 
Diseases. Said Committee, consisting of Drs. H. D. Buix- 
LEY, Chairman ; E.R. Peasier, D. 8. Conant, J. P. Garrisu; 
and Wm. H. Tuomson, Secretary. 

8th. An Annual Report from the Society's Committee on 
Meteorology; The Committee consisting of Drs. J. P. 
Lorves, Chairman; Bens. Drake, Wo. F. Tuomas. 

These communications were accepted, and referred to 
the publishing committee. 

Dr. Squiss presented a communication from the Kings 
= Medical Society, on “ Disinfeéfants,” by A. N. Bent, 

.D. 

The President introduced Dr. Wu. McCritvcy, of the 
Vermont State Med. Soc., and Dr. 8S. W. Butter, from 
Philadelphia. Both gentlemen acknowledged the honor. 
Dr. Butter remarked that last week he had the pleasure 
of being present at the Med. Soc. of New Jersey, and 
spoke in flattering terms of its “liveliness,” but added 
that the present assemblage excelled the former. 
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Dr. Squipp presented a report from the Committee “On 
Revision of the U.S. Pharmacopoeia.” Dr. Squiss was 
requested to read, at a suitable time, such portions of the 
report as he might select, which would not exceed fifteen 
minutes in reading, 

The Committee on the Merit Cash Prize Essay, re- 
ported that they have received three papers on the subject 
presented, namely, “How complete is the Protection of 
Vaccination, and whatare the dangers of Communicating 
other Diseases with the Vaccinia?” They have read them 
all carefully, and while each contains much that is valuable, 
the one marked 101 is considered a very superior paper, 
and its circulation calculated to do good. The Committee 
are unanimous in recommending that paper for the prize. 
Agreeably to the suggestion of the Secretary, and after con- 
sultation with other members of the Society, the Committee 
have consented to present in their report a competitive sub- 
ject for the coming year, hoping that its early announce- 
ment will secure a wider competition, The subject chosen 
is the following: “ The Pathology and Treatment of Chro- 
nic Diarrhoea, contracted in Camps and Malarious Regions,” 
illustrated by cases; competitors must be citizens of this 
State, and they are required to hand in to either member 
of the Committee their essays by the 15th of Dec., 1864, 
at latest, and as much earlier as convenient, that sufficient 
time may be given for examination and consultation. 

The report was accepted, and the Secretary broke the 
seal, and announced Dr. A. N. Bext, of Brooklyn, as the 
successful essayist. 

It was then resolved to append to the essay of Dr. 
Brit the paper on vaccination, published by the U. S. 
Sanitary Commission. : 

The Secretary presented invitations from Dr. Marca, 
for this evening, and one from Dr. Quackennos, for Wed- 
nesday evening, to a social gathering at their residences, 
which were unanimously accepted. 

The President then announced the Committee on Nomi- 
nations as follows:—lst District, Epwarp R. Squis; 
2d District, E. H. Parker; 3d District, Atpen Marcu; 
4th District, E. Howarp; 5th District, J. V. Cons; 6th 
District, J. G. Orroy ; 7th District, no representative; 8th 
District, J. T. WroeiraMms. 

Dr. E.S. Lymans presented a communication from: the 
Medical Society of Chenango. 

Dr. Percy gave an abstract of a paper prepared by him 
for the society, on “The Food of Cities.’ The matter 
principally brought before the society was the diseased 
condition and innutritious qualities of the milk and meats, 
from animals fed at the distillery dairies. He gave many 
instances of disease produced in individuals by this milk, 
and cases of immediate sickness from swill-fed beef. He 
also mentioned cases of malignant pustule, and evident in- 
vasion of Trichina spiralis in swill-fed beef. The remarks 
made by him brought out several other members, giving 
their experience on this subject. 

On motion, it was resolved, 

That a Committee of Three be appointed by this Society, to request the 
State Legislature to appoint a committee, to meet with them, and devise 
some law that will completely put a stop to the sale of swill milk. 

The President appointed Drs. Percy of New York, 
Wuiryey of Queens, Wittiams of Chautauque County. 

Dr. Sayre, of New York, made some remarks upon the 
surgical management of membranous croup, chiefly advo- 
cating a change of position in the fenestra of the tracheal 
tube, and that the same should be limited to the external 
tube only. Also advised that such patients should breathe 
constantly a moist atmosphere, of a high and uniform de- 
gree, with a view to dissolve the accumulated exuda- 
tion. 

Dr. Towter read a paper entitled “An Analysis of 
Blood Stains a Means of detecting Crime,” of which the 
following is an abstract. He observed that the paper was 
simply the report of an investigation of certain blood- 
stains found on the pantaloons of a certain Seaman Simons, 
accused of the murder of one Van Gelden. The prisoner 
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had asserted that the blood-stains had been caused by the 
blood of an ox which had exuded from the ox’s nose by 
the irritation of an iron ring that had been forcibly removed 
from this organ. 

The first part of the analysis consisted in obtaining from 
the cloth a red dust, by disintegrating the cloth. 

The second part was to prove this red dust to be that of 
dried blood, which he did as follows :— 

Ist. A solution of these red particles was red. 

2d. This solution had an alkaline reaction. 

3d. When boiled a reddish-grey coagulum was formed. 

4th. The coagulum was soluble in caustic potash. The 
resulting solution had a greenish hue when viewed by re- 
flected light, and a reddish hue when viewed by trans- 
mitted light. 

5th. A small portion of the powder was dissolved in pure 
hydrochloric acid, and then tested with sulphocyanide of 
potassium, which produced a deep red stain indicating 
iron; but hamatin contains iron. 

Dr. T. observed that all these tests were so many links 
in the chain that lead to the conviction that the red powder 
was blood. 

He concluded, too, from certain appearances in the cloth, 
that the blood must have been arterial blood. 

Making use of Schmid’s table, in which this author 
exhibits the average size of the diameters of the blood- 
corpuscles of various mammalia, as also the maximum and 
minimum sizes of said diameters, Dr, Towler showed, by 
drawings taken directly from the restored blood dises of the 
woollen cloth, as compared with the drawings of an ox’s 
blood-corpuscles, in which there was an apparent ratio of 
four to three nearly, that the blood-dises obtained from the 
dried blood could not possibly be those of an ox, He in- 
formed the Society that the prisoner had been found guilty 
of murder in the first degree; and that since the announce- 
ment of the verdict the murderer had acknowledged his 
guilt, and furthermore, that the blood-stains were those of 
a human being. 

Dr. Bares presented a memoir of the late Dr. Robert 
G. Frary. 

Adjourned to meet at 3.15 p.m. this afternoon. 

(To be Continued.) 
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NEW JERSEY STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY, 
(Special Correapondence.) 

Tur 98th Annual Meeting of the New Jersey State Medical 
Society was held at Camden, on Tuesday and Wednesday 
the 26th and 27th of January. There was a large repre- 
sentation of the profession of the State. Dr. Varick, 
of Jersey City, occupied the chair, and, as president, 
delivered the opening address. His subject was “ Mental 
Conditions as affecting the Treatment of Disease.” Ina 
concise and interesting manner he traced the various rela- 
tions of psychological and physiological phenomena, A copy 
was requested for publication, 

Dr. Convict addressed the members on the importance of 
their favoring the establishment of a Hospital for Inebriates 
in this State, and interested the society much in this respect. 
A committee was appointed to urge upon the state author- 
ities attention to the matter. 

The morning session was opened with prayer by the Rev. 
Dr. Garretson. After the usual preliminary business the 
scientific essay was read by Dr. Apranam Cotes, of Newark ; 
the subject was “ Hospital Gangrene.” It wasan able pre- 
sentation of the whole theory and practice in reference to 
the disease. Not assuming to settle questions which have 
always puzzled careful observers, it plainly declared the 
clearest indications as to treatment. In purity of style and 
conciseness of reasoning, as well as in the well arranged 
accumulated facts, it was a model paper. 

The report of the standing committee was read by Dr. 
Weekes, its efficient chairman. It was an admirable, well 
condensed statement of the various medical facts and statis- 
tics afforded by the report«'s of the district societies, Nine 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, No. 21. 
Acting Assistant-Surgeon Frank H. Hamilton, J 


r., hav- 


ing reported for duty, will take charge of the hospital at 
McDougall Barracks, and will immediately fit it up for the 
occupancy of the sick. 


ie r-Gene ral Brown, 
7 C. Wooprvrr, 

Ist Lieut. 7th U.S.L, 
Post-Adjutant. 


, an ga > 
By order ol bre 


evet Briga 


_ a _ 
ORDERS, CHANGES, &e. 


Orders . 5, of January 5, 





So much of Special 
Department, 


' 
iw Greneral 


War 


1864, from the 
1 © L. Allen, U.S.V., to report to the 





as directed Surg 





Army of the 
report in person without delay to the 
the South, for assignment to duty. 

Surgeon A. Crispe U.S.V., is reliev 
of the South, and will report in pM rson Without delay for duty to Major- 
General Dix, U.S.V., commanding Department of the East. 

Surgeon M. K. Hogan, U.S.V., will report in person without delay 
to Surgeon Thomas Antisell, U.S.V., President of the Army Medical 
Beard, now in session in Washington, D. C., for duty as a member of 
that Board, and to Surgeon KR. O. Abbott, U.S.A., for duty attending 
sick and we _ d officers in Washington, D. C 

Surgeon Josiah Curtis, U.S.V., is relieved from duty in the Department 
of the inna, and will report in person without delay to Assistant 
Surgeon-Gener ral W ood, Louisville, Ky., * *for duty in the field,” 

Phe MeDougall Hospital at Port Schuyler, N. Y., bas been turned over 
to the (Quartermaster’s Department. 

The following assignments of Medical Officers have been made :— 

Surgeon Henry Buckmaster, U.S.V., now on duty as member of the 
Army Medical Board in session at st Mo., to report to the Major- 
General Commanding Department of Seoeae, for duty as Medical Diree- 
tor of that Department. 

Assistant Surgeon J. S. Smith, US.A.. now in charge of David's 
Island General Hospital, New York Harbor, to be relieved from duty in 
the Department of the East, and to report to the Commanding General, 
Army of the Potomae 

Assistant Surgeon T. TI. 


Potomac, is revoked, and he will 
Commanding General, Army of 





ed from duty in the Department 





Ssusq ue 











Helsbey, U.S.A., to be relieved from duty in 
the Army of the Potomac, and to report to the General Commanding 
the Sth Army Corps, for duty in the Middle Department, 

Surgeon Burkitt Cloak, U.S.V., is relieved from daty at Camp Den 
nison, Cincinnati, Ohio, and a report in person without delay to Assist- 
ant Surgeon-General Wood, U.S.A., at Louisville, Ky,, for assignment to 

The following named Hospital Stewards are relieved from duty in 
Washington, and will report in person without delay for duty to Surgeon 
Ebenezer Swift, U.s.A., Medieal Director, Department of the South: 
John Cross, G. W. Cummings, W. Bricker. The Quartermaster's 
Department will furnish the necessary transportation, 

Surgeon Enoch Pearce, U.S.V., now in Hospital at Cincinnati, ~“~ will 
report in person without delay to Assistant Surgeon-General Rh. C. Wood, 
U.s.A., at Louisville, Ky., for assignment to duty. 

Surgeon J, B, Porter, U.S.A. (retired), is relieved from duty at Chicago, 
Illinois. 

The proceedings, findings, and sentence of the General Court Martial, 
convened by virtue of Special Orders No. 160, Headquarters Military 
District of Washington, July 11, 1863, in the case of Surgeon William 
H. Thayer, 14th New Hampshire Vols., are disapproved, and he is dis- 
missed the service of the United States, to date from January 8, 1864. 

So much of Special Orders No. 399, September: 5, 1863, as dismissed 
Assistant-Surgeon James Moore, 17th Pennsylvania Cavalry, is revoked, 
he having been previously discharged, upon tender of resignation, by 
Special Orders No. 107, series of 1863, from Cavalry Corps, Army of the 
Potomac. 

At the request of the Governor of Massachusetts, Assistant-Surgeon 
William Thorndike, 34th Massachusetts Vols., is honorably discharged 
the serviee of the United States, to enable him to secept an appoint- 
ment as Surgeon of the 39th Massachusetts Vols, 

The resignation of Surgeon KR. Cresson Stiies, U.S.V., 
cepted by the President, to take effect January 16, 1864. 

rgeon William C. Bennett, U.S.V., is performing the duties of Medical 
12th Army during the illness of Surgeon John 








has been ac- 





ctor of the 
MeNulty, U.S.V. 

Surgeon Henry Janes, U.S.V., is on leave at Waterbury, Vt. 

Assistant-Surgeon Henry Eversman, U.S.V., is on duty in the Office of 
the Medical Director, Louisville, 3 

Sargeon W. 8. Thompson, U.S. 
Invalid Corps, from Harrisbur Pe, to Elmira, N. 

Surgeon J, H. Baxter, U.s.V., is on duty as Chief Medical Officer, 
Provost Marshal-General’s Office, Washington, D. C. 

Surgeon E. B. Dalton, U.S.V., has returned from leave of absence, 
and resumed his duties as Surgeon-in-charge, Balfour Hospital, Ports 
mouth, Va. 

General Hospital No. 5, Nashville, 
sequence of the want of fuel 
dition warranted it, 

Surgeon 8. 8. 
city. 

Surgeon R, R, Taylor, U.S.V., is on leave of absence (sick) at Phila- 
deiphia, Pa, 


Corps, 


, has accompanied the 16th Regiment 











Tenn., has been closed. In con- 
at Nashville, all the patients whose con- 
have been sent North for the winter. 

Mulford, U.S. V., is on leave of absence in New York 
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P. 58, Ist column, 9th line from bottom: for hypo-secretion, read hyper- 
secretion, 

24 column, 26th line from top: for Sackown read Jackson. 
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COMMUNICATIONS HAVE BEEN 
N. J.; Dr. H. C. May, Tenn. 


RECEIVED Frrom:—Dr. Ezra M. Hunt, 
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nia ATH, 
Merer.—On Tuesday, February 2, Cant Taropor Meter, M.D., 
fifty-three years. 
De. Meike was one of the Surgeons of Bellevue Hospital. 


aged 
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METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF THE WEEK IN THE CITY 
AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 
Abstract of the Official Report. 
From the 25th day of January, 1364, to the 1st day of February, 1864 
Deaths,—Men, 134; women, 109; boys, 121 ; girls, 134; total, 498. Adults, 
243; children, 255; males, 255; females, 248; colored, 17. Infants under 
two years of age, 165, Children born of native dag nts, 26; foreign, 20s. 
Among the causes of death we notice: — Apoplexy, 8; infantile 
convulsions, 36; croup, 25; diphtheria, 29; diarrhea and dysentery, 6; ery- 
sipelas, 1; scarlet fever, 20; typhus and typhoid fevers, 31; Wwhooping- 
cough, 7; inflammation of brain, 14; of bowels,13; of lungs, 42; measles, 
2; albuminuria, 6; consumption, 64: dropsy, 7; dropsy in head, 18; 
infantile marasmus,15, 26S deaths occurred from acute diseases, and 45 
from violent causes. 328 were native, and 175 foreign; of whom 119 
came from Ireland; 58 died in the City Charities; of whom 12 were 
in Bellevue Hospital, and 15 died in the Immigrant Institution. 
Abstract of the Atmospherical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, No. 57 Essex street, New York. 
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Remarks.—24th, Hazy, a.m.; damp; variable; clear evening. 
26th, Wth, and Wth, clear. 29th, Fog early a.m. ; clear all day ; 
at night. 80th, Clear a.m.; very light rain p.m. 3lst. Very light rain 


DR. S. B. SMITH’S 


SENSATIONAL, DIRECT, AND TO-AND-FRO CUR- 
RENT ELECTRO-MAGNETIC MACHINES FOR 
MEDICAL PURPOSES. 

“The arrangement of the direct circuit in Smith’s apparatus gives a 
much stronger physiological effect than I have seen from any other 
apparatus. The Induced Current is extremely intense."—B. Sillima 
r., Professor of General and Applied Chemistry, Yale College, Ct., Ju 

1863." 

‘The so called Six Currents made by different combinations of three 
distinct helices, were made many years ago by J. Jewell & Co., Bristol, 
Ct. The Six Currents, so called, were made by myself some years be- 
fore Jewell & Co. I called it the Torpedo Magnetic Machine, from its 
giving out shocks from all parts of it like the torpedo. 

“I have had one of Dr. 8. B. Smith's Torpedo Magnetic Mac chines | in 
my possession ten years. Six shocks or more may be obtained from it.”"— 
(Dr. L. V. Newton is proprietor of the “ Druggists’ Cireular.” 

1 never applied for a patent for this six current contrivance. All these 
six currents can be obtained from my Direct and To-and-Fro Current, by 
means of a bit of small wire, five inches long, attached according to the 
directions in my pamphlet. 

PRICE $14, $15, & $17. 


44 24 29 9.61| 8, 
445 29.7 0] WwW. 
37 34 29.94, N.W. 
443 29.56 Ww. 
408 29.99 Ww. 
864 30.07 NE. 
301 30.08 rk. 


25th, 
fresh wind 
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EXTRA OFFICE SIZE, $25. Sent to all 


parts, 
Payment can be made to Express Agents on delivery of goods, 
J PADDRESS, adie 


DR. S. B. SMITH, 
29 Broadway, N. Y. 
* I could give the testimony of hundreds of physicians and others, but 
I adduce that of Prof. Silliman alone, as all- sufficient for my purpose. 





rivate Instruction in Auscultation 


AND PERCUSSION.—Professor Flint will give a Course of twen- 
ty-five lessons in the practice of Auscultation and Percussion during the 
mouths of March, April, and aoc. & two lessons to be given weekly in the 
wards of Belleyue and Blackwell's Island Hospital, 


Reeshantcm AL NOTICES. 





Feb. 6, 1864, 


J . 
Commissioner in Lunacy, and Honorary Pro- 
fessor of the University of Brussels, offers to consult with Gentlemen 
of the Profession, and to give advice on Mental Disorders and Medico 
Legal Cases. 
Correspondence can be addressed to the care of 
BarLurree Brorners, 440 Broadway, 


’ : . 

))': E. Ringer, having devoted him- 

self to the investigation and application of Electricity as a remedial 
agent for the last thirteen years, and being duly qualitied as well by his 
scientific attainments as by his great experience to apply it in the most 
effectual manner, brings this fact to the notice of the professioa, Pa 
tients sent to him for this mode of tre atment, will otherwise remain 
under the charge of their attending physicians. His business is free 
from all charlatanism and quackery. 


To the Medical Profeaion. —Dr. 
. 


ARIGOT, late 


N. Y¥. 


141 FOURTIT AVENUE, 


Vea ‘al Department of the Univer- 
sity of Vermont.— — 

menee the last Thursday, 

tinue sixteen weeks, 


next Annual Course of Lectures will com- 
being the 25th, of February, 1864, and will con- 


Medical Faculty. 
REV. JOSEPH TORREY, D.D., President. 
SAMUEL WHITE THAYER, Jr, M.D., 
and Special Anatomy. 
WALT! CARPENTER, M.D., Burlington, 
Practice of Medicine and Materia Medica. 
DAVLD 8. CONANT, M.D., New York, Professor of the Principles and 
Practice ‘of Surgery 
JOSEPH PERKINS, M.D., 
Women and Children. 
STEPHEN ROGERS, M.D., 
HENRY M. SEELY, M.D., 
and Toxicology. 
EDWALD Bb. NIMS, A.B., 
8. W. 


Burlington, Prof. of General 


Prof. of the Theory and 


Castleton, Prof. of Obstetrics and Diseases of 


N. Y., Lecturer on Physiology and Pathology. 
South Onondaga, N.Y., Prof. of Chemistry 


Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
THAYER, Jre., Burlington, 
Dean of Medical Faculty. 
Conditions of Membership. 

At the commencement of the Session every Student is required to call 
on the Dean and enter his name and place of residence, and the name and 
place of residence of his Preceptor, in the Register, and pay all fees for the 
course. 

Fees.—Matriculation, $3.00; Dean's Certificate (entitling the 
the Tickets of each Professor), $50.00; Graduation, $18.00, 

Students who have attended two fall courses in other regular Medical 
institutions, will be admitted on payment of the Matriculation fee, and a 
fee of $10.00. Graduates of this and other regular Medical Schools are 
invited to attend the Lectures, free of charge 


= x das E *& 
CONCENTRATED FLUID MAGN 


Is earnestly and confidently recommended to those who appreciate a 
superior article. Every fluid ounce contains fifteen grains of magnesia in 
an elegant and permanent solution. Whilst possessing vastly increased 
medicinal properties, it is furnished at a lower price than any similar 
article of Foreign or domestic manufacture. As a corrector of acidity, an 
invigorating tonic, and safe aperient in all disorders of the digestive organs, 
it is without a rival, and has elicited unqualifie + approbation. 
PYLE & BROTHER, 
Chemists, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


holder to 


EStA 


FOR SALE BY 
JAS. 8. ASPINWALL, 86 William St. N. Y. 
SCHIEFFELIN BROTHERS & CO., William, cor. Beckman St., N. Y 
CASWELL, MACK & CO., Fifth Ave. Hotel, N. Y., and Newport, R. L. 
HEGEMAN & CO., Broadway, N. Y. 
JOHN MEAKIM, 679 Broadway, N. Y. 
F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and Atlantic Sts., Brooklyn, N. Y, 
J. H. OLLLIF, cor. Gates and Vanderbilt Avenue *s, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
F. BROWN, cor. Fifth and Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia. 
H. C. BLAIR, cor. Eighth and Walnut Sts, Philadelphia. 
WYETH & BROTHER, 1412 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 


And by Druggists generally. 
rr 
The 


Wy4+ , Ihar y 

“Fifth Avenue Pharmacy, 
157 FIFTH AVE., BET. 2ist anp 22p ST. 

J. P. FILER, Prorrreror, 
JOHN CANAVAN, Puarmacevtist. 

The Undersigned would beg to inform the Medical Profession that he 
is again in business at the above establishment, where, having the 
entire control of the Pharmaceutical Department, he will be enabled 
to carry on business as formerly for himself. 

Respectfully, 
JOHN CANAVAN, 

N.B.—Medicines at all hours, day and night. 


~~ BOWDOIN COLLEGE. | 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, 

The 44th Annual Course of Lectures in the MepicaL Scnoor or Marne, 
at Bowdoin College, will commence February 26th, and continue sixteen 
weeks, Circulars containing full information can be had on ap oe 
to the Secretary, at Williamstown, Mass., or to D, 8, Conant, M.D., 27 
East 24th street, New York. 





P. A. CHADBOURNE, M.D., 
Secretary, 
Brunswick, October 9, 1863, 
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GEORGE 


\[anufactu rers 
m 


TIEMANN & CO, 
of Surgical Instru- 
MENTS, &e. 
No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 
OTTO & REYNDERS, — 
Manufacturers and Linporters of 


Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 
Instruments, Trusses, ete., 
58 Chatham Street, New York. 


The various Splints for Morbus Coxarius, Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder- 
braces, Stockings for Varicose Veins, Electric Machines, Ear Trumpets, 
Fracture Splints, Crutches, Syringes, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, ete. 


Aftiticial Legs and 


Arms. Selpho’s Patent. The best sub- 


. 
| stitutes for lost limbs the world 
ye | nvented 


(Established 24 years.) 
| Can be had only of 


A WM. SELPHO, 
Patentee and Inventor. 
Send for pamphlet 516 Broadway, N, Y. 
N.B.—A Silver Medal just awarded at the late Fair of the American 
Institute for the best Artificial Limbs, 


DISEASES OF THE THROAT. 
DR. ELSBERG, 


THE 
AND 


a 


a 


a, 


of scien 


has ever 


LECTURER ON 


LARYNX 


LARYNGOSCOPE AND DISEASES OF THE 


THROAT 
NEW 


IN THE 


YORK, 


UNIVERSITY OF 


Devotes himself specially to the Treatment of Diseases of 


THE LARYNX 
and Neighboring Organs. 


OFFICE HOURS FROM 4 TO 6 P.M. 


153 West 15th Street. 


if ‘| > és Kh +1 ft , liss rs B; . 
1e Wx1Ir O Valls va dal 
was introduced to the notice of the Faculty in 1880, by J. Milhau, the 
sole Inventor. None of those numerous firms were in existence, who, rather 
than give a new name to a new article, have fouad it more convenient with- 
in afew years to appropriate the above extensively known title ; it is there 
fore presumable that physicians in prescribing, as for over thirty years, 
have reference solely to the omginal article made by J. Mitnau & Son. 
Also, the CHALYBEATE ELIXIR OF CALISAYA BARK (copy- 
righted), being the above preparation with the addition of two grains of 
the celebrated Pyrophosphate of Jron to each wineglassful. 
Sole agency for Frexou ArririoraL Eyes from the leading Paris manufac- 
turer. Single eyes to order, Sets of 120 for oculists, 
J. Miniau & Son, 
Druggists and Pharmaceutists, 153 Broadway, N.Y., near Cortlandt st 
Either agents for or importers of all the French medicines and fine pre- 


parations in vogue, 
a = : ° r -~ 
ueru’s Cod Liver Oil Jelly.—This 
Jelly bas been approved by the N. Y, Academy of Medicine, and 
oilers the following advantages over the liquid oil :— 

1. It can be swallowed without as any oil to the palate. 

2. It is digested by the most delicate stomachs, even = those which 
reject the oil. 

8. It will never operate as a cathartic. 

4. Being entirely digested, the dose is only one tablespoonful; it con- 
tains 8 per cent. of oil, as 1 proved by operating before a committee 
appointed ad hoc by the Academy of Medicine, For sale by every drug- 
gist. , 

Wholesale at the Office, 
36 Platt Street, N.Y. 
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R eliable Gelatine Capsules of Balsam 

L of Copaiba, containing each 10 grains of Pure Balsam. 
- ALSO 
“ RELIABLE CAPSULES OF BALSAM OF COPAIBA AND OIL 
OF CUBEBS, containing each 9 grains of Copaiva and 1 grain of Oil of 
Cubebs. 

One grain of Oil of Cubebs represents 18 grains of cubebs. 

Prepared by E. QUERU, 
Chemist and Pharmaceutist. 

I beg leave to Offer to the profession the above capsules as perfectly 
reliable, and made of the best and carefully selected substances, and would 
respectfully request physicians to compare these capsules with any in the 


market. 
J. L. M. QUERU, 
86 Platt Street, 
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WADE 


Instrument Makers to the 
NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY HOSPITALS, 
Manufacture and Import all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 
SYRINGES, eto., 

85 Fulton street, New York, 

W. & F, beg leave to call the attention of the Faculty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr. James R. Woop, a full description of which will be 
forwarded —_ application. Also, Dr. Lewis A. Sayre'’s improved out- 
door Splint for Morsus Coxarius. Directions for measurements will be 
forwarded when requested, 

References :—J ames R. Woop, M.D., Lewis A. Sayre, M.D., Steruen 
Sairn, M.D., Bb. F. Bacur, M.D., U.S.N. 

PRICED CATALOGUES WILL BE SENT TO ANY ADDRESS. 

per Agents for Jewett’s Artificial Limbs, which are superior to all 
others 

(#7 Sole Agents for “* Ferminichs Irritation Instrument.” Price $8.00. 


vw 7 Y ‘ Tr , 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S! 
Pa The CRAIG MICROSCOPE, with mounted objects, con- 
; stitutes a beautiful and appropriate HOLIDAY GIFT to old 
or young; combining instruction with amusement; magni- 
fying about 100 diameters or 10,000 times, being the power 
most frequently required for practical purposes, and yet so 
simple that achild-can use it. It is mailed, prepaid, for 
$2.25; with 6 beautiful mounted objects, $8; with 24 ob- 
jects, $5. Liberal discount to dealers. 
Address, 


HENRY CRAIG, 
335 Broadway, New York. 


‘ : ‘ 
— The Anatomical Ball and 
yaad SOCKET-JOINTED LEG, with lateral motion at 
the ankle, like the natural one. 
) ALso: 
THE U.S. ARMY AND NAVY LEG. 

The latter is furnished to soldiers by the U.S. Government, without 
charge, by applying to Douglas Bly, M.D., at either of the following 
—— Broadway, N. Y., Rochester, N, Y., Cincinnati, O., or Bt. 
ouis, Mo. 


Address DR. BLY, as above. 


St. Regis Water, from Massena 


SPRINGS, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y. These waters are richly im- 
pregnated with medicinal salts, possessing singular virtues as remedial 
agents in the treatment of the following tee :—Cutaneous Erup- 
tions, Rheumatism, Serofula, Affeetions of the Kidneys, Hysteria and 
all Female Irregularities, Constipation, Piles, ete. 

McCORD & PINE, 
Proprietors, 
Massena, N. Y. 
General Agency, 863 Bowery, cor. Fourth st., N. Y. city. The bottled 
waters may be had from all respectable Druggists, 
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Trew York Ophthalmic School.— 
Lectures on Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery will be delivered 
at the N. Y. Ophthalmic Hospital, corner 4th Ave. and 28th st., every 
Saturday, at four o'clock p.m., by Marcus P. Stephenson, M.D., one of 
the attending surgeons. ‘The Lectures will be illustrated by Dissections, 
Models, Paintings, and by Delrympl’s magnificent engravings on the 
yathology of the eye. Clinical instruction will also be given Tuesday, 
hursday, and Saturday, from 1 to 8 o'clock P.M., at the Hospital to the 


members of the class. 
Tickets for the entire Course will be $7. Examination and Diploma, 


SOLOMON JENNER, A.M., 


President. 
VACCINE 
Virus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 
most reliable, used by the leading physicians of this city; put up in 
the best form for transmission to any part of the world. Prices—single 
tube, 75 cts.; three, $2; single charge of eighth-day lymph, on pointed quill 
15 cts; fifteen points, $1; single charge, on convex surface of section o 
quill, 20 cts. ; ten, $1. Crusts from $1 to $3 according to weight. 
Address, Eastern Dispensary, 57 Essex Street, New York. 
A Treatise on Pharmacy.—Designed 
as a Text-Book for the Student, and as a guide for the Physician and 
Pharmaceutist, Containing the officinal and many unoffici — 
and numerous examples of SS By Edwar 


Parrish. 8d Edition. 8vo. 1864. Price $5. 
For Sale by BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 440 Broadway. 














